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 “I am the 
resurrec-
tion and 
the life.  
He who 

believes  
in me will 
live a new 
life, even 

though he 
dies” 

John 11:25 

 A cartoon that appeared 

in Leadership Journal shows a couple 

leaving church and shaking hands with 

the pastor. The man says to the pastor, 

"You're in a rut, Reverend. Every time I 

come here, you preach about the Res-

urrection." 

 We chuckle at that, but some-

times those of us who faithfully come 

to church more regularly than on East-

er have a similar attitude. We want to 

have a devoted attitude. Instead we 

fall into, "Yeah, yeah, yeah. Jesus died 

on the cross and rose from the dead. I 

know all that." 

 It's tempting to turn 

the most fantastic event of 

human history into routine. 

Each year, I find I need to 

slow down and reflect on the 

events of Easter week so 

that I can absorb its wonder. Some-

times just walking through those famil-

iar events stirs my heart to remember 

all that Christ did for me. 

 Easter week begins with Palm 

Sunday, which celebrates Christ riding 

into Jerusalem in great triumph. On 

this day, all of those following Christ 

must have been elated. Kings rode 

horses into battle but rode donkeys at 

times of peace. The way the crowd re-

sponded to Jesus' entrance that day 

was the response they would give to 

royalty. No wonder the Pharisees were 

nervous and wanted Jesus to rebuke 

his disciples. And no wonder Jesus said 

that the stones would cry out if they 

kept quiet. 

The triumphal entry was Jesus' chance 

to announce himself as king. He gladly 

accepted this exultation, knowing he 

deserved it, but also knowing what was 

coming a few days later. This day 

teaches us that crowds are fickle and 

only true disciples keep walking with 

Christ to the Cross. 

 Then on Passover, Jesus cele-

brated what has come to be known as 

the Last Supper. It was the last meal 

Jesus would eat before his death on the 

cross. In an incredible display of love, 

Jesus knelt down and washed the feet 

of his friends, giving them an example 

of the kind of behavior he expected of 

them. It's also astonishing to think that 

when Jesus knew what he would suffer 

in a few short hours, he wanted to 

comfort and pamper his friends, rather 

than demand that he be comforted and 

pampered. Perhaps most amaz-

ing is that he washed the feet of 

the one he knew would betray 

him. And, of course, Jesus insti-

tuted the amazing practice of 

Communion, saying the bread 

was his body given for them, 

asking them to remember him when 

they took it. Then taking the cup, he 

declared it to be the new covenant in 

his blood, poured out for them. 

 That night led to Jesus' arrest 

and his eventual death on the cross. 

Martin Luther said we all carry the nails 

that crucified Christ around in our 

pockets. Mel Gibson also portrayed this 

thought in his movie, The Passion of 

the Christ. In the film, his hands are 

the ones nailing Jesus to the cross. 

 Until we feel our culpability in 

Jesus' death, we will not understand 

the extent of our sin nature or the ex-

panse of Christ's forgiveness. We de-

serve to be the ones punished for our 

sins. Instead, the faultless one volun-

teered to take the punishment in our 

place. This is the same person that the 

apostle Paul says in Philippians 2:9 will 

cause every knee to bow "in heaven 

and earth and under the earth." The 

one who should have been worshiped 

as king instead died in humility and  

Mission 
Freedom Ministries of the 
Quad Cities exists to help 

couples and individuals 
experience freedom in 

Christ through identifying 
and resolving spiritual and 

emotional conflicts thus 
strengthening, empowering 
and helping fulfill their rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ 

and others. 
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If you have a desire to help individuals and couples find free-
dom in Christ, please prayerfully consider using the enclosed 
form to donate to Freedom Ministries of the Quad Cities. The 
John Deere Classic Charitable Corporation sponsors Birdies 
For Charity in association with the John Deere classic golf 
tournament, July 7—13, 2014. The goal of the program is to 
obtain pledges (donations) of 1 cent or more for every birdie 
made during the tournament by the Tour Pros. 
 A birdie is a score of one stroke better than par for 
any golf hole. Par is the normal or expected score of a golf 
professional on any hole. If approximately 2,000 birdies are 
made, the total pledge would be 1 cent = $20, 2 cents = $40, 
3 cents = $60. Each person who makes a pledge will have 
the opportunity to win some great prizes. Last year birdies 
totaled 2,142. 
 Donating through the “Birdies For Charity” event is 
easy and 100% of your donation, plus additional BONUS 
BUCKS, go directly to us. Simply fill out the enclosed pledge  
form, noting the number of cents for every Birdie made, your 
name and address and mail the left half of the form to Free-
dom Ministries in the enclosed enve-
lope.  

Thank you! 
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Freedom Ministries is a faith ministry and does not charge for counseling services. This ministry is supported by those who have a 

heart to see individuals and couples healed. We thank you for your support in prayer and financial gifts. All gifts are tax-deductible. 
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Update on Lauren 

Praise and Prayer 

Praise 
 For the joy of spring, new life, and resurrection 

power in Jesus. 
 For faithful friends who pray for and support 

this ministry! 
 For the peace and joy that only God can give 

in this messed up world. 
Prayer: 
 For God’s solutions to people’s relationship 

problems and His help in caring for hurting 
people. 

 For God to sustain those who call with urgent 
needs and have to wait months to get an ap-
pointment. 

If you no longer want to receive the newsletter, 
please contact us. Our email address is: freedom-
ministries@att.net or write to: Freedom Ministries, 
P.O. Box 953, Moline, IL 61266-0953 

Birdies for Charity 

resurrection from the dead. Paul tells us that without 

Christ's resurrection, our faith is useless. This is the 

best news of all. Death has lost its sting and has been 

swallowed up in victory. We should bring out the band, 

dance in the streets, and shout from the rooftops this 

good news. The reality of this hope should surpass a 

New York ticker tape parade. 
(JoHannah Reardon, managing editor of ChristianBibleStudies.com) 

 

 As you approach Easter week, ponder the story 

as if you've never heard it before. Or ponder it as if 

you've heard it 5,000 times—and it's just beginning to 

sink in. 

  
Let's celebrate Easter with the rite of laughter. 
Christ died and rose and lives. 
Laugh like a woman who holds her first baby. 
Our enemy death will soon be destroyed. 
Laugh like a man who finds he doesn't have cancer, or 
he does but now there's a cure. 
Christ opened wide the door to heaven. 
Laugh like children at Disneyland's gates. 
This world is owned by God, and he'll return to rule. 
Laugh like a man who walks away uninjured from a 
wreck in which his car was totaled. 
Laugh as if all the people in the whole world were in-

vited to a picnic and then invite them. 

(Joseph Bayly in "Psalms of My Life" which appeared in Christianity 
Today) 

  

 Our granddaughter, Lauren, will have scans 
on May 7th. Please continue to pray for Lauren to 
be cancer free. She has been free from treatment 
for 2 and 1/2 years!  

http://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies/features/img/easterweek/tickertapeparade.jpg

